Banca Popolare in Verona
Carlo Scarpa
Verona, Italy 1973-1981
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The Banca Popolare di Verona head office is in Piazza Nogara in
Verona’s old city centre, not far from the Roman amphitheatre.
In this urban context Carlo Scarpa was asked by the bank’s
governors to draw up a variant to an already approved project
at the end of 1973. The existing plan, which stylistically
reproposed some architectural elements of the old head office,
called for construction of a new building to replace two modest
ones built in the first half of the twentieth century.
Scarpa appointed Arrigo Rudi to draw up the plans, having
worked with him previously on the restoration of the
Castelvecchio museum. The work proved to be innovative right
from the first sketches rather than mimicking the existing
urban fabric. Scarpa formulated the theme of the facade using
a modern language to find original solutions, which mainly
emerge in the composition of the windows with stone elements
that make up its base and entablature.
The demolition work began as these plans were being drawn
up, using the previously granted building permit. During this
work two new variants by Carlo Scarpa and Arrigo Rudi were
formulated and then approved in 1974 and 1978.
At the time of Scarpa’s sudden death the facades and roof were
complete while work on the interior finishes was still underway,
though the materials had already been chosen and the details of
the most significant spatial links defined.
About a thousand of Scarpa’s original drawings, rich in notes,
remain of this complex work of his maturity. They were used
to complete the unfinished works and are evidence of his very
personal way of working. The drawings held at the Carlo Scarpa
Centre in Treviso are currently being filed, a project initially
begun by Rudi and Valter Rossetto.
The work was completed in 1981 by Arrigo Rudi assisted by
Rossetto, another of Scarpa’s pupils who had already for some
years been drafting the working drawings for the bank, and by
the engineer Renato Scarazzai for the structural part and the
works direction.
Over the course of the past thirty years the bank has undergone
alterations to its interiors, which have altered the spatial values
of some parts, mainly in the areas connecting to the hall on
the ground floor, while the elevations have remained complete,
though they now require urgent restoration work.

Valter Rossetto
Translated from Italian by David Graham.
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Opposite: View of the main facade
with the entrance on the right. pp. 84—
85: Courtyard facade. p. 86: View of
the connecting corridor. p. 87: Detail
of the entrance with geometrical
moldings. pp. 88-89: View of the hall
on the 2nd floor. pp. 90-91: Wall detail
on the mezzanine level. All photos

on pp. 83-101 except as noted by
Yasuhiro Nakayama / Shinkenchiku-
sha.
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Ground floor plan (scale: 1/600),/
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Above: C. Scarpa, Drawing of the main
facade on Piazza Nogara, 1973-78.
The fundamental architectural and
compositional elements are visible:
rectangular, double-certtred circular
and bow windows, string course,
entrance in red Verona stone, stone
cornice with entablature and small
support columns in steel with the
alignment axes dimensioned in
relation to the load bearing structure.
Graphite and coloured pastel on card.
350x500 mm.[Centro Carlo Scarpa,
Archivio di Stato Treviso. Inv.39217]
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Below: C. Scarpa, Portion of the facade
on the inner courtyard, 1973-78.
Study of the volumes for the staircase
at the centre of the drawing and the
service room for the lifts on the left.
The shape of the facade in yellow
pastel with the flag” element and

the steel structure of the entablature
supported by paired small columns is
overlaid in the foreground. Graphite,
red and green ballpoint and coloured
pastel on card. 300x1000 mm.[Centro
Carlo Scarpa, Archivio di Stato
Treviso. Inv. 39732]
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C. Scarpa, Internal vertical section l‘l !
of the entrance from Via Conventino A
1973-78. The indications and |
dimensions for the lamp and internal 1;
stone finishing work appear in this '< |
drawing, accompanied by notes and v
perspective sketches of the whole.

Graphite, black ballpoint and coloured

o

pastel on card. 347x500 mm. [Centro
Carlo Scarpa, Archivio di Stato
Treviso. Inv.39832]
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pp. 94-95: Interior of the connecting
corridor. This page: View of the
staircase. Opposite: Walls of the
basement case finished in glossy
Venetian stucco.
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Above: View of the stair hall. Opposite:

Vice-president’s room.
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w of the
‘enetian
stucco. This page, clockwise from
above left: Close-up of radiator; top of

the columns with gilt shaftrings; detail
f concrete molding; light through the
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