Teatro Olimpico
Vicenza, Italy 1580
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Above: View of part of Proscenium.
Right: Map drawing by Simone
Baldissini. Opposite: Original drawing
of Teatro Olimpico (0. Bertotti
Scamozzi, Le fabbriche e i disegni di
Andrea Palladio, Vicenza 1 776-82,
plate III (section)). pp. 192-193: View
of Proscenium. pp. 194-195: View
of Cavea. All photos on pp. 190-199
except as noted by Noboru Inoue /
Shinkenchiku-sha.
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Credits and Data

Project title: Teatro Olimpico
Completion: 1580

Architect: Andrea Palladio

Building type: Public work

Address: Piazza Matteotti, Vicenza, Ttaly

Visiting hours: June 19 to September 30, Tuesday to Sunday 10 am-7 pm /
October 1 to June 18, Tuesday to Sunday 9 am-5 pm. (Tel: 0444 323781)
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eatro Olimpico was the last work of Palladio. The nobility and
intellectuals of Vicenza had founded the Accademia Olimpica
in 1556 as a center of their cultural activities. Palladio was a
member. Dramatic productions were the main activity and plays
ere staged every year from 1557. When dramas were staged on
he upper floor of the Basilica, Palladio designed the temporary
ooden theater. About 20 years after the founding of the
ascademy, planning had finally started for a permanent theater.
he city council granted permission to build if on the site of
he old jail. The site contained the ruins of fortifications built
n the early Middle Ages to the east of the city which had been
onverted to the jail and a powder magazine.
Palladio intended to reconstruct an ancient Roman theater on
he basis of his studies of De Architectura by Vitruvius and his
esearch at ancient Roman ruins. When Palladio died in 1580
he external walls were about to rise. Although the Accademia
Dlimpica was forced into discussions with the city of Vicenza
vecause of financial difficulties, Teatro Olimpico was completed
hree years later. In 1584 the original plan by Palladio was
nodified to include a stage set with perspective views on
yroperty after his death. Vincenzo Scamozzi took over this
lan and his temporary stage set with perspective views for a
roduction of the drama Oedipus became permanent feature of
he stage.
\mong the many famous visitors to the theater was Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe, who was invited by the Accademia
)limpica to give a lecture there. Today Teatro Olimpico has open
lays and is still used as a theater. Yoco Fukuda-Noennig

Ground floor plan (scale: 1/300)/# FBEFER (&R : 1/300)
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Opposite: Looking to the stage through
proscenium.
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Legend: 1) Proscenium, 2) Caveq, 3)
Foyer.
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Opposite, above w toward the stay
Jrom the back of Cavea. Opposite,
below: Stage and Cavea. This page,
above: Distant view of Teatro Olimpico
Jrom Palazzo Chieri

below: Foyer.
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