Palazzo Barbaran da Porto
Vicenza, Italy 1569
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Above: View from the street. Right:
Map drawing by Simone Baldissini.
Opposite: Original drawing of Palazzo
Barbaran (A. Palladio, 1 Quattro Libri
dell’Architettura, Venice 1570, Book
I, p. 23). p. 182: Close-up of the
elevation. p. 183: Entrance facade. \

Dp. 184-185: Atrium. All photos on 0 100 200 400 1,000 m) \
pp- 180-189 except as noted by 7
Noboru Inoue / Shinkenchiku-sha.
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‘ Credits and Data
Project title: Parazzo Barbaran da Porto
Completion: 1569
Architect: Andrea Palladio
Building type: Private palace
Address: Contra’ Porti, 11, Vicenza, Italy
Visiting hours: Tuesday to Sunday 10 am-6 pm. (Tel: 0444 323014)
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Palazzo Barbaran is the only palazzo that Palladio was able to
work on until completion. The client was Montano Barbarano.
Conditions were difficult. The client asked Palladio to respect the
existing buildings, the site was irregular, and the plan had to be
changed midway through construction as neighboring properties
were purchased. The result as realized is an eternal testament

to Palladio’s talent as an architect. Originally Palladio planned a
giant order but this was not built. The palazzo as realized has a
double order facade. The entrance atrium, with its four columns,
and the interior colonnade and courtyard are calm and peaceful.
The client died in 1588, followed four years later by his wife,
Flaminia Bissari. For financial reasons, the executor of the estate
sold the villa to Adriano Porto. In 1600 one of Montano’s sons,
Giulio Cesare Barbarano, acquired the palazzo again and in 1664
the palazzo was sold once more to the Porto family.

After many years of disuse, Palazzo Barbaran was in near
ruinous condition when the Italian government acquired it in
1979. It was completely restored by the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage and Activities from 1980 until 1992.

Since 1997 this palazzo, which belongs to the Italian
government, is used as the office of Centro Internazionale

di Studi di Architettura Andrea Palladio (founded in 1958).

It houses a library, a photo library, a conference room and
exhibition rooms. Yoco Fukuda-Noennig
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Ground floor plan (scale: 1 /300)/ 1 FBEFHER GER : 1/300)
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Opposite: View of courtyard.
HH I HEZR S,

Legend: 1) Atrium, 2) Courtyard,
3) Sala di Minerva.
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lose-up of capitals. Below:
tion room on the Ist floor.
Opposite: View of the Sala di 1
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