Villa Almerico Capra “La Rotonda”
Vicenza, Italy 1566
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Above: View of a statue on the top
of the portico. Right: Map drawing
by Simone Baldissini. Opposite: /
Original drawings of Villa Almerico
Capra (4. Palladio, 1 Quattro Libri
dell’Architettura, Venice 1570, Book
II, p. 19). pp. 162-163: View from the
northeast. pp. 164-165: View of the
northwest facade from the entrance
approach. All photos on pp. 160-177
except as noted by Noboru Inoue /
Shinkenchiku-sha.
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Credits and Data

Project title: Villa Almerico Capra “La Rotonda”

Completion: 1566

Architect: Andrea Palladio

Building type: Villa

Address: Via della Rotonda, 45, Vicenza, Italy

Visiting hours: Outside visits, open daily10-12 am / inside visits, April 15 to
November 4, Wednesday 10-12 am, 3-6 pm. (Fax: 049 8791380)
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€rico. pp. 168-169: View
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La Rotonda was the Palladio’s last villa. It was categorized as a
palace in The Four Books of Architecture because it was not an
agricultural villa. It is also called a villa-temple. Its remarkable
features include the four identical facades, the square plan
including a circle and the complete symmetry of the plan and
the facades. Moreover, being located on the top of a small hill,
it gives the impression of being estranged from the mundane
realities of human life.

This villa was planed as a suburban residence for Paolo
Almerico, who was a canon at the Papal court. After working in
Rome for many years, he returned to his home town, Vicenza,
in 1566 and sold his palazzo in the city to move to the suburbs.
The villa was built rapidly and he began living there in 1569.
The villa was unfinished when Palladio died in 1580 and the
client died in 1589. In 1591 ownership passed to the Capra
family and Vincenzo Scamozzi assumed responsibility for
completing the villa. The Capra family owned the villa until
1848. After that it was abandoned for many years, until ivy
covered the columns, but the frescos inside were not severely
damaged. In 1912 Giustina Valmarana bought the villa from the
city. Later it was converted into apartments for a maximum of
20 residents. The owner since 1976, Lodovico Valmarana, has
worked together with his two brothers to restore and maintain
the villa. La Rotonda is a private residence today but has open
days. Yoco Fukuda-Noennig
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Opposite: View toward the northeast
up of the roof from the east.
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Essay: Nicolo Valmarana, son of the owner of “La Rotonda”

Valmarana Family and “La Rotonda”
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We, as the present owners, opened “La Rotonda” to the public in
1986, and ever since I have seen so many people from all over
the world to see what the mind of this crazy man Palladio could
build.
In 1912 my great grandmother, Giustina Valmarana, and her
eldest son, Andrea (my grandfather) asked the city of Vicenza
if they could once again become new owners of “La Rotonda”
after more than 60 years of total abandonment. The Capra
family owned it from 1591 until 1848 and unfortunately it was
totally abandoned from 1848 until 1912. Tt was after the F irst
World War when they were able to own it officially. In 1923
my grandfather married in Venice and lived there, but the
Valmarana family spent six months at the villa every summer
season except during the Second World War. My grandfather
died in 1976 and my father, Lodovico, and all of his brothers
(Mario, Alessandoro and Alberto) decided not to live in the villa
until the end of the restoration. I believe it will be endless.
I am convinced that the restoration of “La Rotonda” is the right
job for my 85 year-old father, as he calls it “my girlfriend”. We
rent the villa sometimes for special dinners, lectures or meetings,
and it is really difficult for me to ask the right price, considering
the work and effort that has gone into maintaining the villa over
the last 45 years. My father and his brothers sold their property
to finance restoration of the villa, which has needed 10 million
euros over the last 35 years. Ordinary maintenance is done from
October to April during the tourism off season, and every two
to five years extraordinary work is done, such as the cleaning of
the dome, frescoes and stucco statues in 2008. The villa in the
future will remain exactly as the same as it was in 1976.
My realistic outlook on “La Rotonda” in the 21st century is not
very positive because of the difficulties in keeping historical
buildings, especially bureaucracy and taxes. In addition,
insurance on private property that is open to the public is four
times more expensive than insurance for public monuments.
In spite of that our family would like to keep the villa not as
a private monument but as a private residence. On the other
hand, T am a count and feel that I have been it lucky as I have
an easy life and too much of everything. The Valmarana family
is a very old family from Vicenza and dates back to 967. In my
mind I always have the feeling that I am a count but now in the
21st century I have to live a realistic life. T am a garden designer
and drive easily about 60,000 km a year (www.valmaverde.com).

178

I'was 17 years old when my father started restoring the » 1
and I was on the roof with the other workers to take al

tiles off. If you would like to do something you haye to
how it works, otherwise it is only words. Every Wednes
Saturday I am in the villa when visitors come and | talk
anyone about the villa. [ believe that it is really importg
give the impression that “La Rotonda” is something tha
private, but rather to give the feeling that the owner is
with you. i
I married Barbara at “La Rotonda” in 1998 and we invited
guests. Now I have two children, Lodovico jr. and Anna,
three little parrots. My family took over “La Rotonda® fre
past and I am convinced myself that I have to pass it do:
the next generation.
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