Logge del the Palazzo della Ragione “Basilica”

Vicenza, Italy 1546-1549
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Credits and Data

Project title: Palazzo della Ragione, Basilica

Completion: 1546-1549

Architect: Andrea Palladio

Building type: Palazzo

Address: Piazza dei Signori, Vicenza, Ttaly

Visiting hours: Summer, Open Tuesday to Sunday 10 am-6 pm / Winter,
Tuesday to Sunday 9 am-5 pm (Tel: 0444-323681)
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This project gave Palladio his first chance to work on a public
building. It gained him recognition as a public architect of
Vicenza and opened the way to important commissions in the
future.

The two existing buildings on Piazza dei Signori in the center of
Vicenza had been built between 1450 and 1460. Later they were
united into one building with the loggia around it. The Basilica
housed stores of merchants on the ground floor and a spacious
hall for meetings and trials on the Ist floor, just like the
Basilicas that dominated the a forums (public plazas) of ancient
Rome. But the south western corner of the Basilica collapsed in
1496 and by 1546 the city council of Vicenza had been arguing
over its reconstruction for more than 40 years. The city council
had requested advice from many of the most famous architects
of the time, such as Sansovino, Serlio, Sanmicheli and Romano.
Finally it approved the proposal by a 38-year-old local architect,
Palladio, probably with the support of-and Palladio’s other
aristocratic patrons. Nevertheless Palladio was not accorded

the same level of respect as the aforementioned established
architects,and approval was conditioned on the construction of
a full-scale wooden model on the plaza. It was not until 1548
that Palladio was appointed to the post of the supervisor and
construction started after minor changes to his original plan.
Only one part of the loggia was completed before Palladio’s
death and it was not until 1617 that it was completely finished.
The Basilica is characterized by the Serliana motif, repeated
both on the ground floor and the 1st floor, characterize the
Basilica. This repeated motif dominates the impression of the
facade, but at the same time it functions practically to absorb
the differences of bay widths. The Basilica recently underwent
large-scale renovation. Yoco Fukuda-Noennig
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pp. 68-69: Front view. This page,

left: Original drawing (A. Palladio, 1
Quattro Libri dell’Architettura, Venice
1570, Book 111, p. 43). Opposite: View
of the loggia. p. 72, above: General
View from the plaza. p. 72, below:
Shops along the arcade. p. 73: Looking
toward plaza from the arcade.

p. 74-75: Interior view of the hall on
Ist floor. p. 76: View of the loggia on
Ist floor.

5twu7—f®{%~7b~;k
xTo2TW3, T O)Eﬁﬁ%;\jt
?ﬁ?!uzﬁaaﬂ’m&n%%%gz%h\
7~ DT DB 5 Bz gy
Tiﬁ@i@h\%”&HY?%%ﬁﬁr&%ﬁ :
EEARRSEEN Tons,

68 ~ 60 H : EMERE, AE: &
Fb - Ra—g vy, RS
1 7. 1570 Rt = A
Ry Y7 ER%, 12H. £
38R, 128, F:7—7— i
BE: 77—/ —Fhb rz:f%’iﬁ
75 H 1 Bk ok — L0 B 767
ayI7ERS,






AR




Ground floor plan (scale: 1/500) /1 FBEPER (R © 1/500)

Legend: 1) Loggia, 2) Arcade, 3) Shop.
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